
Is a Pet Duck, Goose, or Chicken For Me? 

To many, the idea of having a pet duck, chicken, or goose sounds 

like a really neat idea; however, many do not understand the 

commitment needed to keep poultry as a pet.  The follow is a 

checklist of many of the aspects of keeping fowl as a pet, 

particularly an indoor pet, happy, and healthy.  This is a quick guide, 

and not all all-encompassing list.  If you are uncomfortable or 

cannot accommodate all the items on this list, keeping pet poultry 

may not be for you. 

*Before acquiring ANY PET, much research should be done well in 

advance.  Before I got my pet ducks, I researched how to keep them 

as indoor pets for two years.  The amount of available information 

increases continuously, so research as much as possible. 

*Like many kinds of birds, poultry have long life spans.  Many 

breeds of duck and chicken can live 15+ years with the right care. 

Geese can live 20+ years.  

*Poultry are EXTREMELY hard to rehome, if not impossible. 

Shelters will destroy poultry because they are so difficult to place in 

new homes.  Releasing ANY pet into the wild is not only ILLEGAL, 

but it is also nearly certain death for the animal.  Pets that are 

raised by humans do not stand a chance in the wild.  Before 

acquiring pet poultry, understand that you will need to be 

responsible for your fowl for as long as they live.  

*While pet poultry may be inexpensive to acquire, they do require care that can be expensive!  I 

personally have spent thousands of dollars on annual vet care and emergency care.  Poultry do not 

need shots or vaccinations, but they will need testing from time of time to ensure they are in good 

health.  While most poultry are hardy and disease resistant, emergency care gets really expensive 

really quickly.  

*Vet care for pet poultry can be very difficult to find in some areas.  Most vets do not cater to ducks, 

chickens, or geese and the ones that do often do not have a lot of experience or knowledge about 

these creatures.  One should find a suitable vet and emergency clinic that will cater to poultry BEFORE 

even bringing your pet home. 

*Pet poultry require special diets and balanced nutrition.  While some backyard pets have ample 

space to free range, most spaces do not have enough viable food sources for free ranging.  Special 

feed is almost always needed. 

*One should locate a sufficient Farm/Feed store before acquiring pet poultry.  Many supplies and 

feeds are not available in pet stores and can be expensive to order online.  Many urban areas (or 



areas without farming communities) may not have a  store within driving distance.  

*Having pet fowl can be illegal in some towns and cities. Check your city’s municipal codes to make 

sure keeping pet fowl is legal.  Many cities have restrictions on how you can keep them, how many 

you can keep, what gender you can own, etc.  If you cannot find specific codes or rules, you should 

double check with your town hall BEFORE obtaining your pets.  If you illegally keep pet fowl, and your 

town’s officials find out, your pets may be confiscated and potentially destroyed at a shelter.  Most 

suburbs have their own codes too!  We live inside the city of Chicago, where keeping domestic fowl as 

indoor pets is legal as long as noise, smell, or pets at large codes are followed (pretty much we need 

to be considerate of others and leash our pets in public).  

Check for your town’s codes here: http://www.municode.com/ 

*Poultry can make good pets for older children, but they will require care from an adult.  Children 

over 10 typically are mature enough to care for poultry, but poultry will still require the care of a 

respnsible adult.  Children under 10 should not handle poultry without the guidance and supervision 

of a parent or guardian. 

*Like many birds, poultry like ducks and geese will IMPRINT on human beings.  With lots of handling 

and love, they often will BOND to a particular human.  Imprinted fowl typically make great backyard 

pets, while bonded fowl makes for the best indoor pets.  Once bonded, fowl will not be good 

Candidates for backyard pets.  Fowl that have been raised inside should not be moved to backyard or 

outdoor living.  Indoor fowl can become extremely unhappy outside, and they will not have the 

necessary developed instincts to survive.  

*Imprinted and bonded poultry will desire a lot of human contact, and they can become depressed if 

they become lonely.  It is wise to acquire two fowl of the same kind to keep each other company. 

Imprinted fowl typically like to be handled, cuddling, and just over-all being near their human. 

*Waterfowl need a constant supply of water for drinking and require daily bathing water.  They WILL 

make a huge mess out of their water no matter how hard you try to keep it clean!  The only solution 

to messy water is to change it frequently.  

*Poultry are messy eaters and they poop A LOT.  They cannot be potty trained and they will get their 

food/water all over the place.  Pooping about once every 15 minutes can be considered normal for 

poultry.  If the idea of the handling, cleaning, stepping in, scooping of poop, or getting pooped on 

grosses you out, poultry are not the right kind of pet for you! 

*Pet Poultry ARE NOT DOGS.  While many can learn tricks, they typically will not take to training like a 

dog will. While dogs are considered pack animals and yearn for their master’s approval, poultry are 

flock animals and are over-all self sufficient.  Because they don’t have the instinct to please a pack 

leader, poultry will often do what they want when they want. 

*Injury and illness Care often will need to be performed by the owner of the poultry.  This means a 

poultry owner should be familiar and comfortable deworming, mite dusting, first aid care of injuries, 



pulling blood feathers, administering medicine by injection or orally, and over-all frequent checks of 

general health. 

*Finding a community of knowledge is also a priority when keeping pet poultry.  There are many 

online communities available and one should sign up or join these communities before acquiring their 

pets to learn and share experiences. 

 Some of the recommended groups include: (Nettie is a member of the following groups) 

www.Backyardchickens.com in the Duck sub forum 

Yahoo Groups: Pet Ducks R US 

Facebook groups including: 
-Live Ducks 
-Pet Duck and Goose Chat 
-Pet Ducks 
-Spolied Diaper Ducks 
-Positively Fowl! 
-Our Fowl Obsession: Running Afowl! 

http://www.backyardchickens.com/

